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Our vision is for the sector to grow rapidly on a firm basis 
of quality and to be accessible to both young people 
and adults. FET colleges remain central to the skills 
development agenda.

- Dr Blade Nzimande,  Minister of Higher  
 Education and Training (2014)

The Centre for Integrated Post-School Education 
and Training (CIPSET), located within the Office 
of Institutional Planning under the Office of the 
Vice-Chancellor, aims to work collaboratively 
with all role-players.  Its approach is informed 
by a theory and practice of civic agency that 
Post-school Education and Training (PSET) is 
instrumental in the development of substantive 
democracy, citizenship and social justice.

Vocational Education 
Programme (VEP)
The goal of the VEP is to partially fulfil CIPSET’s mission by 

undertaking work around various areas in order to:

	Promote an intellectual project that focuses on democracy, 

 citizenship and social justice as central to PSET in South Africa.

	Define, develop and implement a research agenda that supports 

  PSET in South Africa.

	Establish programmes and projects that support PSET in  

 South Africa.

	Collaborate with educational groups, institutions and agencies 

  in order to develop and strengthen PSET.

	Build research capacity that advances the PSET system in  

 South Africa.

	Produce academic and scholarly work in PSET for social justice  

 that reflects the intellectual project of CIPSET.

CIPSETCIPSET VEP Core Activities
Currently, the activities of the VEP revolve around the 
following focus areas:

Curriculum Innovation and Articulation Hub

The project’s focus is to form partnerships with Technical 

Vocational Education and Training (TVET) colleges to facilitate 

the provision of admission routes and learning pathways 

for learners in multiple subject areas which will serve as 

mechanisms to aid the transition of TVET college students 

into academic programmes offered at the Nelson Mandela 

Metropolitan University. 

Qualifications and Capacity Development: AET and TVET Staff  

This project aims to develop academic programmes (informed 

by a progressive philosophical orientation) for adult educators 

and TVET lecturers working in various sectors of the PSET sector 

(TVET colleges, civil society including trade unions, CBOs and 

NGOs), and to provide support for these institutions and staff to 

enhance their knowledge and skills to accomplish their expanded 

mandate of providing high quality education and training. 

Emerging Voices II  

This project is designed to build a progressive network of 

researchers and community advocates. It seeks to engage and 

investigate communities and individuals’ lived experiences about 

the PSET sector and their best imagination of this sector which 

better meets the priorities and interests of all South Africans.

Students Leadership and Governance  

This programme is focused on engaging student leadership 

within the broader PSET sector on the role of student leaders in 

transforming the education and training landscape. The project 

aims to hold an annual convention to facilitate dialogue and 

research into student issues within the sector.
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